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miffion, and at the fame time effeftually prevent that from being accepted, Chapter 48.
by provoking the queen, and thereby cut off the chance of mediation, and
.Ihut the only door through which any reconciliation could enter. On the
other fide, Sir Robert Walpole feemed to think/ that they had now an ad-
vantage over the prince which ought not to be parted witk, and that it
would be better for the adtniniftration to have a total and declared fepa-
ration, than that things fhould remain in the precarious ftate in which they
then ftood *.

In the courfe of this unfortunate tranfaftion, the prince gave figns of high  Lord Hard -
fpirit and extreme fenfibility ; a flriking inftance of which is recorded by  71(^e^ mjlt
lord chancellor Hardwicke, which I {hall. relate in his own words ^.    " On   the prince,
the fourth of Auguft, the day of proroguing the parliament, I went to
St. James's in my way to Weftminfteiy in order to enquire "after the health
of the princefs of Wales, and the new born princefs.    After I had performed
that ceremony, I went away, and was overtaken at the further end of Pall-
mall, by one of the prince's footmen, with a meifage that his royal highnefs
defired to fpeak with me.

" Being returned, I was carried into the nurfery, whither the prince came
immediately out of the princefs's bedchamber, and turned all the women
out of the room. Having faid many civil things, and made -me lit down,
he {hewed me a meffage which he had received the day before from the
king, which he faid, he prefumed I, being of the cabinet, muft have feen
before. Without ftaying for an anfwer, he made a long apology for his
conduQ:, much to the effed of his firft letter to the king, with this addition,
that if the king, who was apt fometimes to be pretty quick, ftiould have
objefted to her going to London, and an altercation fhould have arifen,
what a condition would the poor princefs have been in ? He then faid, he
would read me two letters he .had written, the one to the king, and the
other to the queen ; whereupon I afked him whether they had been fent, for
if they had nots I was determined in my own mind not to have feen or
heard them read. He anfwered, they were fent the day before by my lord
Jerfey, and then read them. He afked me what I thought of them j at
which I bowed, and faid -nothing. He went on, that upon thofe letters the
king fent word he would not fee him ; but he did not think fit to let it reft
there on his part, and had fent another letter by lord Carnarvon that morn-
ing, which he read, and afked me, if it was not very refpeftful ; to this I
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Ihen published to the world, be taken for a fub-
